
Network To Host Success Awards at State Capitol on March 22

 Print

 

March 2011          Vol 2. No. 2           

Coming Events 
March 18
YOB (Your Own Business) Fair, 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. at Shrine 
Auditorium, Phoenix. Keynote 
Speaker: Jerry Colangelo. YOB Fair 
Details Here.

 
March 22
2011 AZSBDC Success Awards, 
held on the House Lawn at the 
Arizona State Capitol 
Complex. 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Details at (480) 731-8720. 
 

April 8
First U.S./Mexico International 
Networking Conference, 8 a.m. 
- 3:30 p.m. Held on the Douglas 
Campus of Cochise College. $25 
admission. Speakers, trade fair. 
Booths available. Sponsored by 
Cochise College SBDC. Details at 
(520) 515-5478 or email HERE. 
 
April 21
AZSBDC Clean Technology 
Networking Event, 7:30 a.m. to 
9 a.m. Held at Innovations, 145 S. 
79th St., Chandler. FREE. Call 
(480) 784-0591 for information.
 
May 16-22
National Small Business Week, 
events nationwide. Learn more 
HERE.  

 

Front and Center 

By AZSBDC State Director 
Janice C. Washington, CPA
  
Breaking News: Funding Approved!
AZSBDC Network Receives Full Jobs Initiative 
Grant
The AZSBDC Network has been awarded a $837,632 Jobs Initiative Grant 
from the U.S. Small Business Administration. The funds became available 
as a result of the recently enacted Small Business Jobs Act of 2010, which 
includes nearly $50 million over the next two years for Small Business 
Development Centers across the U.S. The AZSBDC applied for the funds and 
received a 100% award of the allotment that we originally announced 
in January.
  
Our efforts will focus on helping Arizona's small businesses create and retain 
jobs --- two critical factors in facilitating economic recovery at the community, 
county and state level.
  
This one-time grant to the AZSBDC will enable us to:

●     Offer specialized statewide training in financial education to 200 
business owners;

●     Expand counseling services to Native Americans by expanding service 
on the White Mountain Apache reservation;

●     Expand counseling services to second-stage businesses with high 
growth potential;

●     Increase specialized counseling for Veteran and Service Disabled 
Veteran-Owned businesses, Clean Technology firms, 8(a) businessses 
and government contracting;
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2010 Network 
Performance Shows 
Strong Economic 
Impact Across 
Arizona
--------------------------- 

AZSBDC 
Network 2010
results were 
impressive: 
 
Jobs Created:  2,168
Jobs Retained: 752
 
Sales Increase by Client
Companies: $93.954 million
 
New Capital Sourced by
Clients: $73.816 million
Includes SBA Loans 
totaling $12.665 million
 
New Business Starts:  306
 
Clients Served
 - Counseling:  3,212
 - Training:  4,209
 
Contracts Awarded:  
$86.813 million 
 
Capital ROI:  $24.05
On the average, every dollar spent 
on the AZSBDC Network helped an 
Arizona small business client 
access $24.05 in new capital.
 
Sales Increase ROI: $30.62  
On the average, every dollar spent 
on the AZSBDC Network helped an 
Arizona small business client 
increase his or her sales by $30.62.
 

 
AZSBDC locations across 
Arizona are working to keep up 
with a growing demand for 
services and to increase the 
small business survival rate. 
The results of their efforts are 
shown in job growth and 
capital investment 
throughout our state, and by a 
high return on investment 
(ROI) for each dollar that is 
invested in client services.
  

●     Expand services in under-served rural areas with high unemployment 
and few entrepreneurship resources;

●     Collaborate with a nearby SBDC network to share expertise and best 
practices in serving such communities.  

AZSBDC Center Directors worked with the State Office team to identify 
programs that were 'ready to roll out' ... and which would produce the fastest 
impact and the greatest good. 
  
We are very excited to have this opportunity to expand program and service 
delivery to meet important small business development needs throughout 
Arizona!
------------------------------------------- 
I attended my first meeting in January as a new member of the 
Accreditation Committee of the Association of Small Business 
Development Centers (ASBDC). The ASBDC represents 63 SBDC networks 
across the country, including nearly 1,000 Centers and more than 4,000 team 
members. My involvement at the national level gives our Network a 'front row 
seat' to learn about best practices at other networks. It is a real opportunity to 
gain valuable input from the top ranks of our country's small business 
development leadership that will make us an even stronger Network, all the 
way around.
 
Read the latest data on the impact of the national SBDC network here.
--------------------------------------------
A 2010 study by the Kaufman Foundation found that U.S. startups 
(businesses less than 1 year old) create an average of 3 million new jobs each 
year and that, even when startups are excluded from the numbers, young 
firms (one to five years old) account for approximately two-thirds of U.S. job 
creation. The consensus? That 'entrepreneurs are crucial drivers in the race to 
put people back to work'. The AZSBDC is driven to facilitate entrepreneurial 
success.
------------------------------------------
The AZSBDC Network thanks the Arizona Small Business Assocation 
(ASBA), APS, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona, Borrego Springs Bank 
and US Bank for sponsoring the 2011 Success Awards on March 22. 
Speaker of the House Kirk Adams will be the featured speaker at this 
event, which will be emceed by Arizona Capitol Times Publisher Ginger 
Lamb. Nearly 400 people are expected to be on hand as we recognize the 
accomplishments of 15 outstanding small businesses from across Arizona. 
-------------------------------------------
We'd Like to Thank former Coconino Community College SBDC Center 
Director Annette Zinky, who is a new member of the team at NACET 
(Northern Arizona Center for Emerging Technologies). Annette played 
an important role in our Network's success in northern Arizona, working 
closely with 2011 Success Award winner Diablo Burger and other clients. We 
wish her the very best and look forward to working with her as we continue to 
build on our Network's growing relationship with NACET. 
 
At the same time, the Network welcomes Kurt Haskell as the new 
Center Director at the Coconino Community College SBDC. Kurt served 
as a Business Analyst at the Center from 2007 to 2009 and was named the 
Arizona State Star in 2008 for his performance in creating economic impact 
and delivering exceptional client service. Most recently, Kurt served as the 
Business Retention and Expansion Manager for the City of Flagstaff. We are 
excited to have him return to the Network.
----------------------------------------
AZSBDC Network Program Assistants joined our statewide All Hands 
Meeting in February to take advantage of specialized training in social 
media, networking and website marketing. You will meet them individually in 
the Network's upcoming 2010 Annual Report, which will debut at the Success 
Awards on March 22. Here are the members of our Network's support team as 
a group:
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Featured Center:
Cochise College 
SBDC Serves 
Emerging Trade 
Market  

 

Cochise College SBDC

 
When 
Mark 
Schmitt 
became 
Center 
Director at 
the 
Cochise 
College SBDC late last year, he 
found himself surrounded by 
opportunities. The area 
surrounding Sierra Vista is ripe for 
growth in international trade, 
government contracting and 
tourism. 
 
To meet the growing need, Schmitt 
and his team are developing 
programs and events that focus on 
trade, social media, financing and 
contracting. Some of them involve 
partnership with other 
organizations -- and even other 
countries.
 

 

Rachel Norton and 
Mark Schmitt 

The Cochise 
College 
SBDC team 
includes 
Schmitt, a 
veteran small 
business 
owner and 
business 
analyst, and 
Administrative Assistant Rachel 
Norton, who has been with the 
Center for a year now. 
   
Coming on board this month will be 
new Business Analyst Bob 
Mucci, who most recently served 
as president of the Benson 
Chamber 
of Commerce. His familiarity with 
local businesses works well with 

 

Front Row, left to right: LeeAnn Benton (Mohave Community College 
SBDC), Julie Davis (Eastern Arizona College SBDC), Claudia Smietana 

(Maricopa Community Colleges SBDC), Danay Bell (AZSBDC Network State 
Office). Standing, left to right: Yvette Estrada (Maricopa Community 

Colleges SBDC), Rachel Norton (Cochise College SBDC), Rozanna Bejarano 
(Microbusiness Advancement Center SBDC), Mary Ward (Yavapai College 

SBDC), Rebecca Warren (Gila Community College SBDC), Lorrie Pena 
(Central Arizona College). Not shown: Emmeleta Burruel (Coconino 

Community College SBDC).

------------------------------------------ 
The AZSBDC Network is a front-line, immediate response program for 
facilitating small business growth, job creation, capital creation and economic 
recovery throughout Arizona. We are fully accredited by the Association of 
Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC) and committed to high 
quality service and continuous improvement in everything that we do. The 
value of AZSBDC programs and services far exceeds their cost, which makes 
SBDC program delivery -- in both Arizona and around the country -- cost 
efficient and effective. Read the Summary of the AZSBDC Network's 2010 
Economic Impact HERE.

 

Success Awards Applauds Arizona Small 
Business Achievement  

Fifteen of Arizona's brightest small businesses will 
be honored for their achievements at the 2011 
Success Awards on March 22. The event is hosted 
by the AZSBDC Network and will take place on the 
House Lawn of the Arizona State Capitol Complex. 
Speaker of the House Kirk Adams will be the 
featured speaker. Arizona Capitol Times 
Publisher Ginger Lamb will serve as emcee.
  
Nearly 400 legislators, community leaders, business 
owners, Host administrators and AZSBDC Network 
partners and stakeholders are expected to attend 
the event. MCTV will be on hand to record 
anecdotes, greetings and congratulatory remarks 

from winners, legislators and other well-wishers at the event.
  
This year's winning businesses include:
Master Award Winner
Guidance Aviation, Inc. - Prescott
  
Success Award Winners
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the Center's growing visibility in 
the region.  
  
The Cochise College SBDC is 
reaching out to other organizations 
that have similar interests in the 
region to create better business 
opportunities for its clients. 
Schmitt is actively working to 
expand the SBDC's presence in 
smaller towns like Bisbee, Benson, 
Douglas, Willcox and even nearby 
Tombstone. 
 
"It's all about partnership," Schmitt 
said.
 
That attitude has Schmitt working 
with the Mexican Consulate to plan 
the first U.S./Mexico 
International Networking 
Conference, which will be held on 
April 8 at the Cochise College 
campus in Douglas. Speakers from 
the U.S. Dept. of Commerce and 
the Mexican Consulate will talk 
about the logistics of doing 
business with Mexico. The event is 
co-sponsored by the AZSBDC 
Network, the SBA and the 
Arizona Dept. of Commerce, 
among others.
 
"The Douglas corridor is a fast-
growing international trade 
corridor," Schmitt said. "It is the 
calmest border in the U.S." The 
proximity of Fort Huachuca 
creates prime government 
contracting opportunities for local 
businesses. Tourism is also a fast 
growing sector of the regional 
economy.
  
"We are the small business 
resource in this region," Schmitt 
said. The Center works closely with 
each of its clients to develop 
customized approaches to 
financing and business planning. 
"It's all very personal," he 
explained.
 
Learn more about the Cochise 
College SBDC HERE  
Contact Schmitt 
and the Cochise 
College SBDC team at 
(520) 515-5478
 
Request a flyer on the first U.
S./Mexico International 
Networking Conference HERE. 
 
 
 

Diablo Burger - Flagstaff
Dream Manor Inn - Globe
Infamous Network - Prescott
Intelligence, Communications & Engineering, Inc. - Sierra Vista
NEET - Tucson
Physicians Weight Management Centers, Inc. - Lake Havasu City
Restor-To-Nu - Tucson
Sentinel Fence, LLC - Scottsdale
Sokikom - Chandler
Studio 3 Beauty Designs - Casa Grande
Vining Funeral Home - Safford
Whiteriver Construction, Inc. - Lakeside
W.J. Maloney Plumbing - Phoenix
Yuma Vision Center - Yuma
  
Please join us in recognizing their achievements, "which are all the more 
impressive given the tough economy that our nation continues to struggle 
with," according to AZSBDC State Director Janice Washington. 
  
The 2011 Success Awards are hosted by the AZSBDC Network and sponsored 
in part by: 

          

       

 

AZSBDC Network Website Debuts
Bigger, Brighter, Better! 

The AZSBDC Network's redesigned and 
expanded website went live in February at 
www.azsbdc.net. The site features new 
resources, new links and an interactive 
location map that makes it easy for small 
business owners to find the help that they 
need to succeed, across Arizona.
 
Dedicated pages feature need-to-know 
information on key AZSBDC initiatives, 
including Clean Tech, Veterans 
Assistance and Procurement.
 
It's the successful first stage of the 
website's ongoing evolution. We've made 
it a Network goal to develop the AZSBDC website into one of the most 
comprehensive small business resources around!
Take a look and tell us what you think. We'd love to hear from you:  
www.azsbdc.net  
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Our Partners  
    

     

      
   

 

 The AZSBDC is an Accredited 
Member of the ASBDC  

 --------
And Our Valued Host Institutions:

 
Arizona Western College 

 
Central Arizona College

 
Coconino Community College

 
Cochise College 

 
Eastern Arizona College

 
Gila Community College

 
Maricopa Community Colleges 

 
Microbusiness Advancement Center

 
Mohave Community College 

 
Northland Pioneer College

 
Yavapai Community College

 

Clean Tech Advisory Board Formed 
The AZSBDC Network has formed a Clean 
Tech Advisory Board to support our efforts 
to contribute to a more vibrant Clean Tech 
sector in Arizona. This is an active board that 
will play a key role in assuring this initiative's 
success over the next three years. 
 
The Maricopa Community Colleges SBDC 
has received a $70,000 grant from the 
Industrial Development Authority in 
partnership with the City of Chandler to 
launch TechEDge, a business curriculum for 
tech entrepreneurs that will provide mentoring and collaboration opportunities 
with subject matter experts and other experienced sector professionals. 
Counseling services will also be available in Chandler two days a week. More 
information is available by emailing Sanjay Dhole HERE. 
  
The AZSBDC Network, the Maricopa SBDC and Chandler's Innovations 
Incubator have teamed up to host a series of quarterly networking events for 
business owners, entrepreneurs and potential partners who are interested in 
Clean Tech projects and enterprise. 2011 events will be held from 7:30 a.m. 
to 9 a.m. at Innovations (145 S. 79th St., Chandler, 85226) on these dates: 
April 21, July 21 and October 20.  
 
Call (480) 784-0591 for more information.
 
Visit the AZSBDC's dedicated Clean Technology page on our new website 
HERE.

 

SBA District and Program News 

 

Shivani Dubey

Shivani Dubey has been named Deputy District 
Director for the SBA's Arizona office. Dubey is 
also a Fellow in the Partnership for Public Service 
Excellence in Government program, which is 
working to revitalize government by inspiring a 
new generation of leaders.  
 
The SBA debuted its Office of Women's 
Business Ownership Initiatives last month. 
Dubey hosted a webinar explaining the new 
program at the Maricopa Community Colleges 
SBDC office in Phoenix which was attended by 
more than 100 participants from across the state. You can view the online 
version HERE. 
 
The SBA's Emerging Native 200 Program is looking for qualified 
participants for the series that begins in April and runs through November 
2011. The business development training program is open to any Native 
American and/or tribally-owned small business that has been in business for 
three years or more and has revenues in the $300,000 to $10 million range 
(negotiable). The FREE program includes 100 hours of total training and 
mentoring. Email Dubey for details HERE. 
 
The SBA debuted its redesigned and expanded 
website in January. See what all the excitement is 
about at www.sba.gov. ALSO: You can take a video 
tour of the new site HERE. 
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Network To Host Success Awards at State Capitol on March 22

Your Statewide Small Business 
Resource 
We Have What It Takes To Succeed ... 
From A to Z!
We're Arizona's largest and most accessible source of 
assistance for small business, with 24 locations throughout 
the state staffed by professional business counselors, 
analysts and technology specialists. Each is dedicated to 
providing education and support to new and expanding 
businesses.
 
The AZSBDC works with entrepreneurs in all industries and 
in all stages of business development. We work with the 
SBA and our host institutions and partners to promote 
entrepreneurship, economic sustainability and growth 
across Arizona. Make our team your team and let's work 
together to build a stronger Arizona economy!  
 
Request an AZSBDC Network Brochure HERE  

 

 
Visit the AZSBDC Website Here  
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